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JUDGE C. ALLEN MCCONNELL REBUTS MAYOR’S CLAIMS 

 

On June 17, 2014, Toledo’s Mayor issued a press release blaming the Toledo Municipal 

Housing Court for the blight conditions in the city.  This accusation is totally false and 

unfounded.  The Mayor also stated that, “cases have lingered in housing court for years.”  This 

statement is also false and contrary to the data available from the Court’s case management 

system. 

The Toledo Municipal Court, including the Toledo Housing Court, began implementing 

CourTools in 2010.  CourTools is a comprehensive system of performance measures for courts 

that was designed by the National Center of State Courts.  As part of its CourTools 

implementation, the Court tracks and publishes on its website Measure Four of CourTools, Age 

of Active Pending Caseload, for the Court’s criminal and traffic cases.  In addition, the Toledo 

Housing Court submits monthly Superintendence Reports to the Supreme Court of Ohio 

reporting caseload information, including the number of cases pending beyond time guidelines.  

In May, eighty-eight (88) new cases, including house stripping, zoning violations, and various 

environmental code violations, were filed in the Housing Court.  By the end of May, the Housing 

Court processed or otherwise completed one hundred and twenty-four (124) cases.  Of the two 

hundred and twenty-eight (228) cases pending at the end of May, twenty-three (23) cases were 

pending beyond the guideline of six months.  Cases may take additional time for a variety of 

reasons, including delays in the homeowner’s efforts to bring the property into compliance.  

Judge McConnell states, “The Court’s performance record clearly indicates that the Court is 

effectively processing cases and is not the reason behind the City’s delay in demolishing blighted 

properties.  I am uncertain as to whether or not the City’s Code Enforcement Department has 

tools to measure their performance level.  I certainly hope they do, otherwise how can an 

organization measure whether they are doing a good job?”  



Pursuant to Toledo Municipal Code section 140.0200, the Director of Code Enforcement 

has authority over property maintenance, vacant building registration and demolition.  In 

comparison, Judge McConnell, as Housing Judge, cannot order the demolition of a house unless 

a homeowner appears in Court and provides the Court with a “disclosure and release” form 

executed with the City.  The Housing Court neither controls the demolition of a property nor the 

City’s budget for demolitions.  Demolitions are currently handled by the City of Toledo and the 

Lucas County Land Bank.  

Judge McConnell noted, “My staff has maintained a complete list of properties referred 

for demolition.  Since 2002, the Housing Court has facilitated the placement of many properties 

on the City’s demolition list through the use of the disclosure and release form executed with the 

City.  Of the many properties the Court has referred, 150 are currently on the demolition list. If 

the current list for demolition by the City is approximately 600, I can only assume that the other 

450 houses were put on the list by the Director of Code Enforcement pursuant to his power under 

the Toledo Municipal Code.” 

Housing Court deals with an array of cases, from truly blighted properties to properties 

owned by responsible citizens who experience financial set backs and fall behind with home 

maintenance.  Judge McConnell observes, “Blight and neighborhood stabilization is a serious 

issue in our community.  I welcome the opportunity to discuss Housing Court procedures with 

the Mayor or members of City Council.  Baseless accusations only result in further discord.  If 

that happens, the citizens of Toledo are the ultimate losers.” 
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